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(54) Method and installation for dephosphorizing pig manure 

(57) The invention relates to a method for dephos- 
phorizing manure, in particular pig manure, comprising 
of causing phosphate to dissolve, which phosphate is 
present at least partially in the form of phytate in the 
manure, separating the manure into a solid and a liquid 
fraction and removing the phosphate from the liquid frac- 
tion of the manure. 

Causing phosphate to dissolve can be achieved in 
different ways, for instance by storing the manure for a 
predetermined period of time under conditioned circum- 
stances, or by sustaining a continuous movement of the 
manure at a temperature of at least 15°C, preferably 
between 20 and 40°C. to allow free escape therefrom of 
formed gases, or by the presence of means for complex- 
ing divalent ions, or by the enzymatic decomposition of 
phytate present in the manure. The phosphate is prefer- 
ably removed from the liquid fraction by causing struvite 
to be precipitated therefrom. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a method and installation for dephosphorizing pig manure by separating the manure 
into a solid and liquid fraction and removing phosphate from the liquid fraction. 
5 The consequences for the environment of over-manuring, such as phosphate saturation, acid rain, ground and 

drinking-water pollution, are known. The manure surplus problem has resulted in different proposals for the solution 
thereof. It has not however proved possible up to the present to solve the problem in economically acceptable manner. 

Pig manure, but also manure from poultry, contains phosphor in the form of phytate. The phytate comes from different 
components of the animal feed. Phytate is the salt of phytinic acid, dihydrogen phosphate, and consists of a sugar 
w molecule with six phosphate molecules. Single-stomach animals such as pigs and chickens are not capable of absorbing 
sufficient phosphate from the feed. The greatest part of the phytate therefore finds its way: substantially undigested, into 
the manure. 

Because animals such as pigs and poultry need phosphor, inter alia for a good bone structure, and they are them- 
selves unable to absorb sufficient phosphate from their feed, extra phosphor is often added to the feed. The result is a 
is further phosphate impact on the environment. 

In order to avoid the addition of phosphor it has recently been proposed to add the enzyme phytase to the feed. 
Phytase degrades the phytate and makes phosphate available to the animals. 

The whole supply of phosphate is still not absorbed by the animals from their feed. On the one hand not all the 
phytate is broken down by phytase, normally only about 75%, and on the other not all the degraded phosphate is also 
20 actually absorbed by the animals. A residual quantity of phosphate therefore remains in the manure. In order to prevent 
a phosphate saturation of the environment it is therefore important to dephosphorize manure. 

The European application 0 287 152 describes a method for producing amino acids from manure. As additional 
step in the described process phosphate is removed from the manure by separating the latter into a solid and a liquid 
fraction, whereafter the liquid fraction is concentrated by means of ultrafiltration. The remaining concentrate then con- 
2$ tains, among other things, phosphate. 

The present invention has for its object to provide a method and installation improved relative to the known prior 
art. with which manure, particularly pig manure, can be dephosphorized. 

This is achieved by the method in that prior to the separation into a solid and a liquid fraction the manure is stored 
for a determined period of time under conditioned circumstances to cause the phosphate to dissolve. 
30 The essence of the invention lies in actively causing phosphate to transpose from the solid fraction to the liquid 
fraction, i.e. causing phosphate to dissolve and holding it in solution. Only in this way is it possible to remove the phos- 
phate from the liquid fraction of the manure in relatively simple manner. 

The phosphate content of the solid fraction decreases. This solid fraction contains organic material and can be 
directly disposed of as such or composted, without resulting in an excessive phosphate impact on the environment. 
35 Because the essence of the invention lies in transferring the phosphate to the liquid fraction of the manure, on the 
one hand the decomposition of phytate must be stimulated while on the other the binding of phosphate in insoluble 
complexes must be prevented. It has now been found according to the invention that when the manure is stored for a 
time under conditioned circumstances the phosphate bound in the phytate dissolves, whereafter following separation of 
the solid fraction it can be removed from the liquid fraction. 
40 Conditioned circumstances can be formed by a temperature between 0 and 1 5°C, preferably between 4 and 1 0°C. 
In addition, by sustaining a continuous movement of the manure it is possible to work at a higher temperature of 10°C 
or more, preferably 15°C or more, more preferably between 20 and 40°C. By sustaining movement of the manure local 
supersaturation is prevented, whereby the formation of crystallization nuclei is prevented. 

There are different possibilities whereby dissolved phosphate could still precipitate in solid form. Phosphate can on 
45 the one hand form with divalent ions such as Ca~ or Mg" respectively calcium phosphate or magnesium phosphate. 
Since these are insoluble the phosphate will thus become once again part of the solid fraction. 

Phosphate can likewise disappear from the liquid fraction and return to the solid fraction due to the formation of 
different minerals such as potassium and ammonium taranaWte (H 6 (NH4,K)3AI 5 (P04)8.18H20), brushite 
(CaHP0 4 .2H20) or struvite (Mg(NH4,K)P0 4 .6H20). These minerals tend to precipitate from the liquid fraction of the 
so manure. Phosphate is hereby extracted from this liquid fraction. The solid manure fraction becomes richer in phosphate, 
and this is unfavorable. 

The conditioned circumstances according to the invention are intended to prevent the above stated minerals being 
formed. In addition to a low temperature and/or a low pH of less than 8. preferably less than 7. more preferably between 
5 and 7, complexing agents for divalent ions can likewise be added to prevent the formation of these minerals. Another 
55 option is to ensure that as little as possible of the complexing fatty acids already present in the manure can disappear 
from the manure, for instance by closing the reaction vessel. Such fatty acids can also prevent formation of for instance 
struvite by complexing calcium and magnesium. The formation of struvite can also be prevented by adding complexing 
agents for monovalent ions or by using agents already present in the manure. Such agents can for instance also be fatty 
acids. Extra fatty acids such as formic acid, acetic acid and the like can ol course also be added. 
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In order to prevent inter alia struvite formation, the creation of ammonia can be prevented by adding urease-inhibiting 
substances. These can be added to the feed of the manure-producing animals or to the manure itself. The ammonia 
concentration in the manure can be reduced by adding NHVbinding substances such as zeolites, KAPTO etc. 

After a period of time, for instance after about 2 months of storage at low temperature or for instance after between 
5 1 week and 1 month of storage while being stirred at a higher temperature, the greater part of the phosphate is in the 
liquid phase. This is the moment at which the solid fraction can be separated from the liquid fraction. The solid fraction 
can be traded immediately or further composted, while the liquid fraction is subjected to a subsequent treatment. 

The liquid fraction contains valuable minerals and can therefore be concentrated for instance. Such a concentration 
can be achieved by means of membrane systems, an ion separator, such as for instance the Alclar™ ion separator of 
io Lafarge Ion du International (LFI), by electrodialysis or simple concentration by evaporation. The mineral-rich concentrate 
can be disposed of as such. When the concentrate is also de-watered, for instance by evaporation or drying, mineral- 
rich fertilizer is formed, the economic value of which can be further increased by adding one or more of the fertilizers N, 
P, K. In addition, the greater part of the phosphate can be removed from the liquid fraction by causing precipitation of 
struvite therefrom. 

75 Ammonia may be released during processing of the liquid fraction. Because ammonia also damages the environ- 
ment, it is recommended to further treat this released ammonia. There are different possibilities herefor. A distinction 
can herein be made between methods for treating ammonia released from the manure and methods for preventing the 
release of ammonia. Firstly, the ammonia can be separately crystallized after it has been captured from the air by means 
of a per se known gas water process. Released ammonia can also be burned, wherein harmless free nitrogen and water 

20 are formed. Another option is to add an acid, for instance sulphuric acid, to the liquid fraction, whereby the ammonia is 
no longer released due to the formation of ammonium sulphate. The released ammonia can also be passed through 
sulphuric acid whereby solid ammonium sulphate also results. 

The foregoing techniques are particularly suitable for applications on comparatively large scale. When manure 
processing takes place at the location of origin, such as for instance the farm, released ammonia can then be neutralized 

25 by means of gas washing with a diluted acid and the liquid released during the gas washing is preferably added to the 
liquid fraction. 

Ammonia can further be removed by nitrification followed by denitrification. for instance by means of micro-organ- 
isms. Phosphate can be removed from the denitrified liquid fraction by adding calcium hydroxide. Calcium phosphate is 
precipitated. Adding magnesium oxide results in precipitation of magnesium phosphate and/or potassium struvite. 
30 When after removal of both the phosphate and the ammonia the liquid fraction still contains too much potassium or 
other ions, this can be removed if required by means of for instance ion-specific membrane systems or an ion exchanger 
such as the Alclar™ ion separator. 

The final result of the above treatments is a clean liquid which can be drained or evaporated without danger to the 
environment. 

35 After the separation between solid and liquid the solid fraction is preferably washed once again to remove adhering 
phosphate therefrom, ft has been found from experiments that after the separation between solid and liquid about 30% 
of the phosphate is still present in the solid fraction. The combination of the original liquid fraction and the washing 
fraction is then further processed in the above described manner. 

The decomposition of phytate is found to take place spontaneously through storing of the manure. It is also possible 

40 to add extra phosphatase to the manure in order to bring about an enzymatic decomposition of phytate. In preference 
an alkaline phosphatase is used. 

Struvite can be formed by adding magnesium oxide to the liquid fraction of the manure. When due to removal of 
ammonia therefrom the liquid fraction contains too little ammonia to cause struvite to precipitate efficiently, extra ammo- 
niac can be added. 

45 The invention further relates to an installation intended to perform the method, comprising at least one container 
for storage therein of the manure, means for separating the manure into a liquid and a solid fraction and means for 
removing phosphate from the liquid fraction. 

Preferred embodiments of the installation also comprise means for removing ammonia and optionally potassium 
from the liquid fraction. The installation may also comprise means for concentrating the dephosphorized and optionally 
so denitrified liquid fraction. 

The present invention will be further elucidated with reference to the following example. 

EXAMPLE 

55 MATERIALS AND METHOD 

The experiments were performed in four stirred, double-walled, closed but not gastight glass reactors with a net 
volume of approximately 20 litres. The reactors are designated hereinafter A. B, C and D. Each reactor was provided 
with a temperature control and a stirring time programming. 
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The tested manure came from pigs which were fed with fattening fodder with a total phosphor content of 0.49%. 
The manure not used directly in the experiments was stored outside at low temperatures in four 30-litre barrels with a 
screw cover. The total phosphate content (mg/g) of the barrels at the beginning of storage was respectively 1 .584, 1 .750, 
1 .633 and 1 .509. The solid content of the manure was roughly 1 2%. The feed of the pigs providing the manure contained 
5 phytase. 

Samples were taken in gastight polyethylene pots with screw cover. The samples were stored at 4°C between 
sample-taking and analysis. The manure was well dispersed before sample-taking. 

The magnesium oxide (MgO) used in the experiments was of livestock feed quality with a low activity. It was prepared 
by dispersing the required amount in water in 24 hours. 
10 The phosphate content was determined from the liquid fraction of the manure. 

DESIGN OF THE TESTS 



Test I 

75 

The reactors A-D were filled with fresh manure at lime t = 0. The temperature of reactors A and C was 20°C that 
of reactors B and D 40°C. At t = 3 days 0.1% MgO was added to reactors C and D. 

The phosphate content of the liquid fraction of the manure was determined at t = 0, t = 7 days and t = 14 days. 

20 Test II 



In this experiment the content of reactor A was not replaced. Up to the moment of sampling the manure was stirred 
at 20*C. At t = 1 14 days 0.25% magnesium oxide was added. The phosphate content was determined at t = 60 days 
and t= 118 days. 

25 Reactor B was again filled with manure from the barrels which had been stored outside for 2 months (t = 0). Stirring 

subsequently took place for 58 days at 40°C. At t = 54 days 0.25% magnesium oxide was added and the temperature 
set at 20°C. At t = 0 and t = 58 days the phosphate content was determined. 

Reactors C and D were likewise filled at t = 0 with manure from barrels stored for 60 days at a low temperature The 
temperature in reactor C between t = 0 and t = 54 days was 20°C, that of reactor D 40'C. At t = 54 days 0.25% magnesium 
oxide was added to reactor C and 0.6% magnesium oxide to reactor D. Thereafter the temperature of both reactors was 
40°C. Measurements of the phosphate content were performed at t = 0 and t = 58 days. 

Test IN 



30 



35 For this experiment aJI reactors were f Bled with manure which had been stored for 5 months at a low temperature. 

Reactor A had a temperature of 20°C. 0.5% magnesium oxide was added after 4 days. Measurements were performed 

at t = 0, t = 4 days and t = 7 days. 

The temperature in reactor B was 40°C. At t = 1 day 40 ppm phytase was added, followed by 0.5% MgO att = 4 

days. After 22 days 0.25% NH 3 and a further 0.4% magnesium oxide were added. A strong ammonia emission was 
40 detected. Samples were taken at t = 0, t = 4 days, t = 7 days, t = 22 days (3 hours after addition of the ammonia) and 

at t = 23 days. 

No phytase was added to reactor C. 0.5% magnesium oxide was however added att = 4 days, followed by 0.25% 
NH 3 at t = 22 days. Immediately thereafter a further 0.25% MgO was added. A strong NH 3 emission was also detected 
here. Samples from which the phosphate content was determined were taken at 0, 4, 7, 22 and 23 days. 
45 Finally, in reactor D 40 ppm phytase was added to the manure at t = 1 day. At t = 4 days a sample was taken and 
1 .5% magnesium oxide then added to the reactor. The temperature was 40°C. Sampling took place at t = 0, t = 4 1 = 7 days. 

RESULTS 



The phosphate contents of the various tests are shown in the accompanying tables 1 to 3. In the tables can be seen 
that the addition of magnesium oxide causes a fall in the phosphate content in the liquid fraction. This is probably caused 
by the formation of struvite. From reactors B and C of test III can be seen that the phosphate content of the liquid fraction 
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of the manure decreased significantly through addition of magnesium oxide and ammonia. 

Table 1 



P0 4 cont€ 


TEST I 

»nt (mg/g) of manure samples from the reactors A, B. C and D at different times. 




A 


B 


C 


D 


t = 0d. 


0.8825 
0.8570 


1.0046 
0.9840 


0.8174 
0.9840 


0.8322 
0.8504 


t = 7d. 


1.3295 
1.3934 


0.8322 
0.8694 


0.5121 
0.5057 


0.4406 
0.4319 


t=14d. 


1.2549 
1.2047 


0.8045 
0.8841 


0.4320 
0.4645 


0.3854 
0.3657 



Table 2 



TEST II 

P0 4 content (mg/g) of manure samples from the reactors A, B, C and D at different times. 




A 


B 


C 


D 


t = 0d. 


1.3509 


1.3606 


1.3520 


11.3606 




1.3077 


1.4547 


1.3528 


1.4547 


t = 58d. 


0.5861 


0.7959 


0.6457 


0.7959 




0.5706 


0.8014 


0.6609 


0.8014 



Table 3 



35 


TEST Ml 

P0 4 content (mg/g) of manure samples from the reactors A, B, C and D at different times. 






A 


B 


C 


D 


40 


t = 0d. 


1.0099 


1.0792 


1.1377 


1.1051 




1.0278 


1.0966 


1.1302 


1.0819 




t = 4d. 


0.9937 


0.9060 


0.9717 


1.0596 * 






1.0334 


0.9398 


1.0039 


1.1194 


45 


t = 7d. 


0.6534 


0.5206 


0.5170 


0.6170 






0.6522 


0.5266 


0.5266 


0.6229 


50 


t = 22d. 




0.3964 
0.4323 


0.2361 
0.2292 






t = 23d. 




0.3719 
0.2695 


0.2022 
0.1842 
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Claims 



1 . Method for dephosphorizing manure, in particular pig manure, comprising of causing phosphate to dissolve, which 
phosphate is present at least partially in the form of phytate in the manure, separating the manure into a solid and 

5 a liquid fraction and removing the phosphate from the liquid fraction of the manure. 

2. Method as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that causing phosphate to dissolve is achieved by storing the 
manure for a determined period of time under conditioned circumstances. 

w 3. Method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the conditioned circumstances are formed by a temperature 
between 0 and 15°C, preferably between 4 and 10°C. 

4. Method as claimed in claim 3. characterized in that the manure is stored for a period of at least a month, preferably 
at least two months. 

15 

5. Method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the conditioned circumstances are formed by the manure being 
continuously in motion at a temperature of at least 1 5 8 C, preferably between 20 and 40°C. 

6. Method as claimed in claim 5, characterized in that the manure is stoned for a period of at least a month, preferably 
20 two months. 

7. Method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the conditioned circumstances are formed by the presence of 
means for complexing divalent ions. 

25 8. Method as claimed in claim 1 , causing the phosphate to pass into solution is achieved by the enzymatic decompo- 
sition of phytate present in the manure. 

9. Method as claimed in any of the preceding claims, characterized in that the phosphate is removed from the liquid 
fraction by causing struvite to be precipitated therefrom. 

30 

1 0. Method as claimed in claim 9, characterized in that struvite is precipitated by adding magnesium oxide and/or ammo- 
nia to the liquid fraction. 

11. Method as claimed in any one of the claims 1-8, characterized in that the liquid fraction is concentrated in order 
35 to obtain mineral-rich concentrate. 

12. Method as claimed in any one of the claims 1-8. characterized in that the liquid is evaporated out of the liquid 
fraction in order to obtain mineral-rich solid substance. 

40 13. Method as claimed in one of the preceding claims, characterized in that ammoniac is removed from the liquid 
fraction. 

14. Method as claimed in one of the preceding claims, characterized in that potassium is removed from the liquid 
fraction. 

45 

15. Installation evidently intended to perform the method as claimed in claim 1. comprising at least one container for 
storage therein of the manure, means for separating the manure into a liquid and a solid fraction and means for 
removing phosphate from the liquid fraction. 

50 
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